
 
 

    

 
 

 
Newsletter Week 6 Term 2 

Friday 30th May 2025 

 
60 Knees Road Park Orchards 3114 
                           ​  
Phone: 03 9876 1533 
​ ​      ​ ​ ​  
email: principal@saparkorchards.catholic.edu.au 
 ​ ​ ​ ​        ​   
 
Hours of Supervision of Students:  
Mon – Fri 8.30am – 3.40pm​  
 
School Office Hours: Mon 8.30am - 4.15pm 
                                     Tues – Thurs 8.30am – 5.00pm  
                                     Fri 8.30am – 4.00pm  

Parish Priest: 
Fr Arsenio Tuazon 
Ph. 9876 3077 

School Principal: 
Michael Edmonds: 
Ph. 9876 1533 
  
St. Anne & St Gerard Parish: 
Secretary: 
Michelle 
Ph.7064 3922 
 
 

 

Community Calendar 
Click here to view the St Anne's 

Community Calendar  
 

DIARY DATES - 2025  
 
 

Tuesday 3rd June - Week 7 
Division Cross Country (Yr 3-6 Selected Students) 
School Advisory Council - 7pm 
Wednesday 4th June 
School Tour - 9.15am 
Thursday 5th June 
School Concert 7pm  
Friday 6th June 
School Closure Day - Staff Faith Formation Day 
 

Monday 9th June - Week 8 
Kings Birthday Public Holiday  
Thursday 12th June 
5/6A Class Mass - 9.05am (Chapel) 
Friday 13th June 
Assembly - 2.30pm  (Prayer 5/6A,  Show and Tell Prep H) 
 

Thursday 19th June - Week 9 
Parents Association Meeting - 8.30am 
Friday 20th June 
Assembly - 11.40am  (Prayer 5/6J,  Show and Tell 1/2P) 
Year 5/6 Inter School Sport vs Our Lady's (Ringwood) 
 

Monday 23rd June - Week 10 
Water Safety Year 3/4  
Tuesday 24th June 
Water Safety Year 5/6  
Thursday 26th June 
5/6 Hooptime  
Prep D Class Mass - 9.05am (Chapel) 
Friday 27th June 
Assembly - 2.30pm  (Prayer Prep D,  Show and Tell 3/4 BD) 
 

Thursday 3rd July - Week 11 
1/2M Class Mass - 9.05am (Chapel) 
Friday 4th July 
PJ Day 
Assembly - 2.30pm  (Prayer Prep 1/2M,  Show and Tell 5/6T) 
End of Term 2 (Dismissal 3.30pm) 
 
Monday 21st July - Week 1 - Term 3 
Term 3 Begins  
Thursday 24th July 
St Anne’s Feast Day Mass - 9.10am 
Friday 25th July 
Grandparents/Special Friends Day 
 

 

 

mailto:principal@saparkorchards.catholic.edu.au
http://www.saparkorchards.catholic.edu.au
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=saparkorchards.catholic.edu.au_kh772a6qse3opevbvpha2er8cc@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Australia/Sydney
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/embed?src=saparkorchards.catholic.edu.au_kh772a6qse3opevbvpha2er8cc@group.calendar.google.com&ctz=Australia/Sydney


 
 

From  Principal 
 

 
 

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY 
 

Next Friday, 6 June, there will be no school for the children. This is a school closure day. The staff will be 
engaging in professional learning with a specific focus on Religious Education and liturgy. 
 

There will also be no school on Monday, 9 June, as this is a public holiday for the King’s Birthday. 
 
SCHOOL CONCERT  
 

Next week we will be celebrating our school concert. The preparation by Ineke Waller has been meticulous, 
and I know it is going to be an amazing success. The children seem very excited about performing.  
It is going to be a wonderful opportunity for them to showcase the ‘Performing Arts’ program. 
 

There will be at least 1 hour between drop off and pick up. The Besen Centre has a bar and refreshments 
that will be open from 6.00pm - 7.00pm. Consistent with our Child Safety Code of Conduct policy I have 
liaised with the School Advisory Council on this. We have decided that opening the bar for an hour for 1-2 
refreshing drinks is reasonable and does not pose a risk to any students. If we were not to use the bar we 
would be charged $350 as per the Besen Centres conditions. It will be nice for families to mingle and 
engage with each other whilst waiting for the venue to be open for seating. 
 
SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL 
 

The School Advisory Council will be meeting next Tuesday for their Term 2 meeting. 
Some of the items that will be discussed will include; 
 

●​ Professional Learning and School Improvement 
●​ School Survey Data and Parent Engagement 
●​ Policy Ratification - Excursion and Health and Nutrition 
●​ Strawberry Fair and Parents’ Association Expenditure Items. 
●​ Minor Capital Works - 2-3 Year Plan 

 
GAGA PIT 
 

I am currently receiving quotes to build the children a new play space. The image below is called a Gaga 
Pit. It is a ball game called Gaga Ball. Gaga ball, is a fast-paced, high-energy sport played in a specially 
designed pit. Players use their hands to hit a soft ball at each other, with the goal of being the last person 
standing by hitting opponents below the knee. The game combines dodging, jumping, running, and striking. 
We have played this game on school camps, and the children love it. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
NOTABLES PRESENTATIONS 
 

On Wednesday our Year 5/6 children presented their Notables projects to the rest of the school and many 
parents and relatives who visited. The children demonstrated great knowledge of their notable person who 
they believe has made a significant difference to others. They should be proud of their research and the 
confident manner in which they shared their learning. 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
DECODABLE READERS - SYNTHETIC PHONICS 
 

I am investigating purchasing hard copies of readers for our Prep - Year 2 Synthetic Phonics program.  
At the moment the children are needing to use devices for their home reading. This can present 
challenges. We are seeing some very strong data from this approach to teaching literacy and need to 
continue to resource the program so that our children are given the best opportunity to develop their 
reading proficiency. 
 

Both the Strawberry Fair funds and some funds for the Parents’ Association will enable us to be able to 
install the Gaga Pit and much-needed readers for our P-2 children. The School Advisory Council will be 
consulted on this next Tuesday, and before any purchases or construction occur. Expenditure items like 
this also need to be approved by the school's Business Manager. 
 
PREP ENROLMENTS 2025 - REPEAT 
 

We currently have 28 Preps enrolled to start Prep at St Anne’s in 2026. We still have families who have 
attended school tours and have not yet submitted an application, so this number should increase further. 
Some of our families are awaiting Government school offers, which come out in August.  
 

We have 34 Year 6 children graduating at the end of the year. We always aim to have the same number 
of children enrolled as we do graduating each year. 
 

Families are our best marketing tool, so I ask that if you know families who have a child starting school 
next year that you encourage them to call the office and make a time to come along for a tour of our 
wonderful school. 
 

Bronwyn Grenfell has done a great job advertising school tours. Anthony Molinaro and O’Brien’s Real 
Estate have been very generous again in promoting school tours, installing many advertising boards 
around the local area. 
 

We appreciate all of our community who support and promote St Anne’s. 
 
SIENNA IRESON and KILSYTH COBRAS 
 

Sienna’s Under 14.1 representative team has qualified for the prestigious 2025 Under 14 Australian 
Championships. The Championships will be held in Perth from 27 September to 3rd October. This is an 
amazing achievement and they will compete against the top 24 teams across Australia. 
I have included some sponsorship opportunities further in the newsletter, should anyone's business wish 
to take up this offer and support Sienna and her team. 
 

Have a great weekend 
Michael 

 
School Production (5th June) - Purchasing Tickets via Try Booking 
 

The school concert is on Thursday, tickets do not need to be purchased for your 
school-age children as they will be performing or backstage during the concert.   

Children under 2 do not require a ticket if it is suitable for them to sit on your lap. 
You will be asked if any members of your booking require wheelchair access and 
if anyone is unable to climb stairs as seating will be allocated. 
Your allocated seat tickets will be sent home with your eldest child before the 
event.  $25 per seat (Max 10 Per Family) Plus a booking fee of $1.13 per ticket.  
Please click on this link to access the event in Trybooking  
St Anne's Finding Nemo Jr Production Tickets 2025 
Please order your tickets before 11pm Monday 2nd June as  we are 
sending all tickets home on Tuesday with your child 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/DBJDZ


 
 

Student of the Week - Week 6 - Term 2  
 

Prep D Lourdes Magdaleno Arellano 

Prep H Eva Kuzmanovski 

1/2 D Jack Sowersby 

1/2 M Zac Kirkham 

1/2 P Olivia Feeney 

3/4 BD Jasper Leong 

3/4 D Xavier Tomazic 

3/4 P Mia Harris 

5/6 A Ezra Materia 

5/6 J David Abou-Orm 

5/6 T Evie Moulder 
 

Warrandyte Sth District Winter 5/6 Sport Draw 2025 

 
Mixed 

AFL 9s 

Mixed 

Soccer 

Mixed 

Softball 

Mixed 

Volley 

bounce 

Girls 

Hot Shots  

Girls 

Netball  

Mixed 

Netball  

June 

20th 
Week 9 

Our Ladys 

Ringwood 

Start at 1:30 

St Annes 

Domeney 

Reserve 

Our Lady’s 

Ringwood 

Our Lady’s 

Ringwood 
St Annes St Annes St Annes 

Our Lady’s 

Ringwood 

June  

27th 

Week 10 

(Rescheduled) 

Yarra Road 

Start at 1:30 

St Annes  

Domeney 

Reserve 

Lipscombe 

Park 

Reserve 

No Softball 

team 

Yarra 

Road 
St Annes 

Yarra 

Road 

 

St Annes 

 
 

 
Strawberry Fair Committee – Vacancies & Succession Planning 
As the years roll by, it’s hard to believe I’ve now chaired the Strawberry Fair Committee for four wonderful years. 
With my youngest child heading into their final years at St Anne’s, it’s time to start planning for a smooth 
handover—and possibly some fresh faces on the committee. 
To ensure a seamless transition, I’m happy to be shadowed for the 2026 Fair, and I’ll still be around to support in 
2027—my final year involved. 
The role of Chair (which also includes overseeing sponsorship) is a big one—but it is manageable! I’ve juggled it 
while working full time and running a business. That said, it’s certainly a role that could be shared between two 
people to make it more accessible. 
 

We’re also looking for a team to take on the Fair Day Finance responsibilities. This, too, can be shadowed next 
year alongside Julia and her incredible family, who’ve done a fantastic job in recent years.  
If you think you might be interested in taking on one of these roles—or joining the committee in any 
capacity—we’d love to hear from you. We’re happy to buddy people up in preparation for a full handover in the 
coming years.  Without junior parents stepping into these roles, we risk losing the much-loved tradition of the 
Strawberry Fair. That would be a real loss—for the school, the parish (which relies heavily on the funds it 
raises), and of course, the children, who always call it the best day of the year. 
If you're even a little curious, please get in touch. Let’s keep the magic alive! as you represent St Anne’s! 

Emma Harris - stannesstrawberryfair@gmail.com 
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https://signupschedule.com/stannespa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://signupschedule.com/stannespa


 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 
Thanks to all who have volunteered to be part of our friendly team at  
Holy Spirit’s Winter Shelter on Friday nights. Happily, we have had a good 
response. Volunteers are still needed on the other nights of the week at the 
other churches. You would be warmly welcomed.  
We could also do with more helpers on Saturday morning breakfast shift 

from 7-9am to help serve breakfast and pack lunch for our departing 

guests. To volunteer go to wintershelter.org.au  

 
 
 

 

 

‘St Anne’s Primary School supports the promotion of non-profit and learning focused community 
groups, however is not responsible for the performance  or service of these groups’. 

 

 



 
 
SIENNA IRESON and KILSYTH COBRAS 
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